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Tour of Canberra Stage 3 – Clarke Victorious

By Chris Graetz
Will Clarke (Genesys Wealth Advisers) claimed an excellent victory in stage three of the Canberra Tour in Stromlo Forrest, 20km South of Canberra this afternoon. He held off Luke Durbridge (Jayco Skins) and local Adam Phelan (McDonagh Blake-Witness).

It was another beautiful autumn day in Canberra with fine sunny conditions and little wind. It was a nervous start to the race with the teams looking at each other. After only a couple of kilometres the nerves settled down and the first flurry of attacks were made.

Not long after, a dangerous group of ten formed. In that group was Cameron Peterson who started the day sixth on the overall classification. They got a maximum lead of 45 seconds until the peleton responded to bring the move back and were successful.

The race was then put into chaos as more attacks happened. Virgin Blue responded on the front of the peleton. The next climb, at Pierce's Creek Hill, the peleton split into multiple groups. After the hill, there were three that had a forty second margin on the peleton; Tom Robinson (Genesys Wealth Advisers), Alex Malone (Bike Bug) and Andrew Crawley (McDonagh Blake-Witness).

On the climb up Corin Dam, the peleton shattered due to Team Genesys riding a blistering tempo. The trio in the lead were gobbled up by the furious peleton and a selected group of approximately twenty riders were at the head of the field. After the descent, a group of ten managed to get back to the peleton and then there were approximately thirty at the head of the race.

With the yellow jersey there, protected by three team-mates, the onus was on the other teams to work to isolate the yellow jersey before the second group got back. They didn't do that and Virgin Blue were in the box seat to hold onto the yellow jersey.

The next climb, Mt McDonald, Ben Grieve-Johnson (Genesys Wealth Advisers) attacked. Michael Hepburn (Jayco Skins) joined him as they tried to put pain in the legs of the leader. Near the top of the climb, the peleton split into two groups.

After the descent, the lead group contained seventeen riders. Attacks started to happen from Luke Durbridge (Jayco Skins), Cameron Peterson (Virgin Blue) and Dylan Newell (Genesys Wealth Advisers). Soon after, there was a crash in the peleton with Brodie Talbot (search2retain-myteam2), who started the day fifth overall, the biggest casualty. Thankfully, he wasn't seriously injured and battled on to finish the race but lost his top five position.

The final climb, at Uriarra, Nathan Earle attacked with Will Clarke on his wheel. Clarke got over first to get some much needed bonus seconds to stay on the podium. Earle's second place sealed him the king of the mountains jersey.

The pace from Earle split the group yet again and that left nine at the head of the race. Brett Tivers (Plan B Racing) tried a gutsy solo attack with more than 10km to go. Clarke then attacked the group and it brought Tivers back.

In the final five kilometres, Durbridge attacked and Clarke followed and they didn't have enough to get away from the group. Heading into the final kilometre, it was Clarke and Peterson on the front. Clarke showed his sprinting prowess overpowering a fast finishing Durbridge and Adam Phelan. Ben Dyball arrived in the same group and crossed the line as winner of the 2010 Tour of Canberra.

It was a solid win for Clarke, who was spurred on from ex Genesys rider and close friend, Richie Porte, who claimed his first professional win, blowing the field away in the stage three time trial in the Tour of Romandie on Friday.

"I made a few attacks in the closing stages and tried to solo to the finish. A couple of times a gap opened but the group were too strong. With one kilometre to go, I was on Peterson's wheel. I jumped him with 300 metres to go, came into the final corner first and hit on the gas," Clarke said.

Clarke is now off to Belgium for six weeks to try his hand in some bigger races and is confident his form is strong enough to do well.

"My form is reasonably good. I'm climbing well and I'm feeling good. I should be right and hopefully things go well," he added.

For Dyball, this win now puts him in the lead in the National Road Series after the second race and it was arguably the biggest of his career.

"This is definitely my best result ever. Today was extremely hard and I'm tired but the team rode well. They did an amazing job and worked well together and that helped me hold on in the end. I was feeling like I was going to cramp with 10km to the finish and the final kilometre hurt. I had to dig deep the last few kilometres and did that and it's a great result for me and my team," Dyball said.

Dyball is also heading overseas for three months. He'll be heading to Italy on the back of a brilliant, well deserved win.

The next National Road Series event is the Tour of Toowoomba on the 25th, 26th and 27th of June.

Genesys Wealth Advisers Cycling Team
One stage win (Stage 3), second place (Stage 1), second overall, teams classification and top two in the king of the mountains classification.



Nathan Earle - King of the Mountain's winner.
"At the start of the day, the first priority was to get Will into a position to win the overall and/or the stage. Defending it was always a goal but getting Will the victory came first. The team rode well the last three days and unfortunately we couldn't get the overall win.

Andrew Christie-Johnston - Team Director
"I think today was always going to be hard to get that minute back on Dyball, but I think at the end of the day Will showed his true strength. He nearly halved the gap today and if there was another stage he could have done it. We did everything we could to win from day one and the boys fought hard. We were pretty successful with what we achieved. Dyball rode well and deserved his win."' 

Results:

2010 Canberra Tour - Stage 3 Results (Top 10)
1. Will Clarke (Genesys Wealth Advisers) 3:37:58
2. Luke Durbridge (Team Jayco Skins) s.t
3. Adam Phelan (McDonagh Blake-Witness) s.t
4. Michael Fitzgerald (Plan B) s.t
5. Jason Spencer s.t 

Overall Standings

2010 Canberra Tour - Final General Classification (Top 20)
1. Ben Dyball (Virgin Blue-RBS Morgans) - 8:27:42 
2. Will Clarke (Genesys Wealth Advisers) +0.34
3.Michael Fitzgerald (Plan B Racing Team) +0.50 
4. Alastair Loutit (McDonagh Blake-Witness) +1.02
5. Cameron Peterson (Virgin Blue-RBS Morgans) +1.04
