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ELITE MENS TEAM TOUR OF COLERAINE UPDATE
The team fielded a solid squad for the first Open Tour of the Season – The Tour of Southern Grampians (Coleraine).  The A-Grade team had a blend of youth and experience with; Tim Hucker, David Tozer, James Ibrahim, Brendan Schultz, Harry Rassie and Ollie Kent-Spark.  We were also represented by Damian Harris and Steve Delgallo in B-Grade.  A mention should also be made of Ollie’s father who did well in D-Grade and was an integral member of the squad over the weekend.
The Tour consisted of 3 stages (Two long road stages –approx 120kms each and a 40km kermese).  The road stages are predominantly rolling hills with catagorised climbs squattered evenly throughout the stages.  Traditionally, the GC contenders are determined on the first stage.  Accordingly, Damo instructed the squad to be active early and to ensure that we had representation in any breaks.  Brendan, James and Harry carried out the managers orders to perfection.  Schultzy managed to get himself in a group containing six of the ‘big hitters’ whilst Harry and James covered any attempts to bridge across.  It became evident within about 30kms of hard racing that the break was likely to succeed, especially considering that the strongest squads were represented.
Schultzy and one other rider in the break lost contact with about 30kms remaining in the stage, whilst this put the team out of GC contention the important fact was that he had followed the Manager’s instruction to the letter, the fact that he was unable to get over the KOM with several full time riders, this early in the season was to be expected.  The stage concluded with two laps of a 25km loop that included two KOMs.  With the leaders well clear, the main peloton (which had dwindled in size through the stage) exploded on the last climb.  James and Harry made the first group over the climb and to the finish whilst Ollie was in the next group not far behind.
The kermese (Stage 2) started later that same day.  The course was throughout the streets of the township of Coleraine with several flowing corners.  It is fair to say that Damo was not completely happy with the fact that RACE was not represented in a group of riders who managed to escape from the peloton but some level of redemption was achieved by the fact that our guys went to the front of the peloton in the closing laps to bring the break-away group back.  Equally encouraging was Schultzy’s sprint for 6th place on the stage.
Stage 3 on the Sunday morning required our boys to complete 115kms including four KOM’s.  Given that the GC was all but determined, James Ibrahim took the opportunity to get into the break of the day and try to score outwit the controlling Genesys Wealth Advisers squad that were setting a steady chasing tempo.

Counter attacking by riders vying for podium spots caused the break to be caught with about 35kms to go.  The team then prepared for the last two KOMs.  As with Saturday, the race blew apart on the final climb, known as Zig Zag, the berg was around 3kms long with a couple of steepest sections.  Harry decided that offence is the best form of defense and attack the peloton on the lower slopes of Zig Zag.  Whilst he was caught halfway up, he was able to position himself in the lead group and capture 11th place on the stage as well as 11th overall.  Harry along with James (18th) and Ollie (19th) on overall contributed to RACE being 2nd team in the team’s classification.
Without the absolute result of a podium, this weekend provided plenty of positives, the form of Harry, Ollie and James justifies the huge amount of training and effort that has occurred over the off-season, well done lads.  There was also some great team bonding especially for a couple of the new additions to the squad.  With a stack of quality races just on the horizon it was an ideal first outing for the new look team.
Dave Tozer 

Leadership Rider
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TEAM FOR  SEASON 2010
President of RACE Board    Dean Murphy

Team Manager                    Damian Harris

Leader Ship Team within Elite team
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